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Ethnic Culture Centre Suiti Foundation

U founded in 2001 in the Alsunga village with the aim to promote
the identification of the Suiti region as an ethnic community and
to preserve, protect and develop the Suiti cultural heritage

U ~57 members, incl.3 Suiti municipalities

U the main target group - about 2,500 residents of Suiti community
( Al s un g a,andGudekieki). Departments: Suiti heritage
repository¢ Sui t u mant o Weaadng warkshopu v e & |
"Austuve", Traditional kitchen" Sui tu gUgi s "




ECC Suiti receives

The sign of Latvian heritage
for preservation and promotion
of cultural heritage

foto Dzintars LEJA

since 2008 ECC Suiti has ben granted the status of a public
benefit organization

Initiator, community representative for the inclusion of the Suiti
Cultural Space in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List
In Need of Urgent Safeguarding (included in 2009)

WWW.SUitl.lv



http://www.suiti.lv/

Part of UNESCO nomination file:
v | d d’ieeserving centuriese
(2008)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

12G4a83rSkO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZG4a83rSkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZG4a83rSkQ

According to new Administrative i Territorial Reform (2021), Suiti
community will be divided in 2 municipalities.

President of Latvia Egils Levits urges to define historical Latvian
lands and rights of local communities in legislation after the
regional reform.
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan
(part of UNESCO nomination file, updated every 4 years) |
many organisations involved in the implementation of the plan

1. Research and documentation

Objective: to provide methodological documentation, research and promotion of
the intangible and tangible cultural heritage of the Suiti by developing
cooperation with educational and research institutions.

1.1. Identification, documentation, research, digitization of the intangible and tangible
cultural heritage of the Suiti (folklore, traditional festivals and honors, language, skills,
textiles, household items, tools, historical buildings, etc.)

1.2. Suiti history research and publishing.

1.3. Digitize and make available suiti intangible and tangible value research /
materials.

1.4. To identify, study and digitize the sacred heritage. Documentation and digitization
of religious traditions.

1.5. Production of audio and video materials for preservation and promotion of
iIntangible cultural heritage. Digitization of cultural events.

1.6. Establishment of the Suiti Museum (local history center)



Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation
Over the last 10 years, various studies have been conducted on Suiti culture:

Researchers and students of Latvian Academy of Cultureand J Uz e p s Latviph o | S
Academy of Music

ECC Suiti research on Suiti drone (Bourdon) singing; a book ¢ S u iburdonse published

ECC Suiti research on Suiti dialect; abook¢ Sui t u novada ma npublishadms
Compilation and digitization of stories in the Suiti dialect; abook¢ Sav Uj i e pshiishad
Suiti dialect recordings can be listened to at www.suiti.lv

Descriptions of Suiti traditions, research and activities of the association and available
WWW.Suitl.lv, www.suitunovads.|v



http://www.suiti.lv/
http://www.suiti.lv/
http://www.suitunovads.lv/

Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation i
- ECC Suiti research on Suiti traditional costumes¢Sui t 6.drSlnist u novada
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation )
- ECC Suiti research on Suiti traditional costumes ¢ Suviitl | .d r ®Jwnist u novada

and¢ Ci mdi . Suitu novada mantojums. e
- Field study of Dzidra Sondore about traditional cuisine; book¢ Sui t u dz Qgvesst
- Various studies and publications carried out by Serde Foundation




’ Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation

- Ar c hi GuntsK a § nrésdasch on old Suiti farmsteads
ESTLAT project ASuppor tSetogndSuti€t Reanai Cadnhoue e

- As a result of the research, ¢ h i | dexpeditiGnswvas organized in 2017 "Farmstead stories"
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation
- Kyoto University (Japan) anthropology s t u d eéNarie Gssruta research on Suiti culture

Documentary film fRuch and Norieo t réceived four Lielais Kristaps film awards)
- Japanese a u t h studyoo$ Latvians, including suiti gloves and socks; published in book

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/rucsunnorie
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https://vimeo.com/ondemand/rucsunnorie

Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation

- ECC Suiti book of Suiti photos, author of photos T Dzintars Leja

- CD ¢ Swedding. Suiti weding songse

- Oper a ¢ Suiauthoroftiedimatoi pr.GatsMUr t i Ag Bezdel 0ga
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

1. Research and documentation

- Research of Suiti dialekt and grammar 1 stories, legends are written from local people

- Research of Suiti dialect 7 local names, sayings, Suiti-Latvian and Latvian-Suiti dictionary,
published in websites www.suitunovads.lv www.suiti.lv

- ECC Suiti activities in reserach and digitization of local history in cooperation with Kuldiga
regional public library

- ECC Suiti cooperation with local researchers Lidija Jansone and Marijad an viUr e
publications about suiti traditions and the historyof J T r k 8t n 8 o sCatholic&isurch

- https://suiti.lv/katolu-baznica/

- Teaching materials for Suiti children
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http://www.suitunovads.lv/
http://www.suiti.lv/
https://suiti.lv/katolu-baznica/

Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2. Practice, transfer, education

Objective: To promote all types of education, practice and transfer activities at
all levels of education and for all target groups, in order to ensure the
sustainability of the traditions of the Suiti cultural space and intergenerational
cooperation in their transfer.

2.1. State Culture Capital Fund programi Pr eser vati on and Sus
Cultural Heritage Listed Values, including SuitiCu |l t ur al Spaceo
2.2. Provide and promote lifelong learning training.




Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2.3. Provision of suiti education at Alsunga Secondary School and kindergarten
Mi ged .0t i s

2.4. Traditional Suiti celebrations and holidays. Organization of festivals and other
larger cultural events.




Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2.5. Celebrating religious holidays and inheriting Christian traditions, promoting
Intergenerational cooperation and church activities.




Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2.6. Promotion of international co-operation, establishment of co-operation and
promotion of exchange of experience with similar communities or common traditions in
Latvia and in the world.

Estonia—Latvia programme 2014-2020

ROJEC

UNESCO-tourism

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
the European Regional ~the partners:
Development Fund:

955014,95 € 168 532,05 €

www.estlat.eu

,,:4/ interreg
»# Estonia-Latvia
RN R EUROPEAN UNION



Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2.7. To support the activities of amateur art groups.

2.8. The Alsunga School of Music provides for the acquisition of traditional musical
Instrument playing, as well as the acquisition of the visual arts program includes the
acquisition of traditional visual art means of expression characteristic of suits.

2.9. Development of non-formal education for adults and students.

2.10. To maintain the existing and promote a new creative workshop both as a space
and as a service operation and development.

2.11. To preserve the existing and promote the creation and development of new
expositions (Suiti Heritage Repository, J | r AntaulitieseRoom, exposition i V Ut r
muzej s o0, 0 Reumanentex@ositbnsf,Alsunga Tourist Information Center,
Alsunga Castle)

2.12. The establishment of a Suiti ethnographic farm. A place set in a rural setting and
presenting traditional lifestyles and intangible cultural values.



Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2. Practice, transfer, education

- Alsunga Secondary School involved in UNESCO Associated s ¢ h o wetwork

- Traditional instruments lessons in Alsunga kindergarten Mi gel 0t i s

- Integration of Suiti culture into Alsunga Music and Art School subjects

- Suiti traditional culture lessons ¢ Su nob v a d mé ¢ éG¥rade), including
workshops in cooperation with ECC Suiti, local tours of Suiti region

- Elements of Suiti culture integrated in Alsunga Secondary School subjects (in
Latvian language, history, geography, economics, music, visual arts, etc.)

- Folkgroup ¢ Su i farid 8anae group ¢ Dz § p dnrAlsuhgaé&Secondary School




Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2. Practice, transfer, education
Folk groups Suitu sievas, Gudenieku Suiti, Ma g suéi, Basu suiti

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=421406715806383



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=421406715806383

Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2. Practice, transfer, education
Folk groups Sui t u v @t de nSudukniuzikanti, dance groups ¢ S u iandi e
cJIlrkal nee
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan
2. Practice, transfer, education

- Educational activities for Suitu d T d e n(bagpkpeés making and playing workshops

and lessons)

- Replenishment of folk costumes for Su i tdandeigroupc Dz o par i Ai &,
Basu suiti, dance groups ¢ Sui ti &, ecllrkal neé

- ECC Suiti organised traditional musical instrument kokle summer camps and

) cqgerts \

ht“tbé://lt\}.is’rh.IV/Iv/rékstS/llLO?.ZO
20-suitos-apgust-kokles-
speli.id191966/?fbclid=IwAROKfIL

QO aK1D7uilbkbux7YEELT2Vnz3v
ANpOnNY{55-823YV1Zwg2MkmHc



https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/11.07.2020-suitos-apgust-kokles-speli.id191966/?fbclid=IwAR0KfILQ_aK1D7uiIbkbux7YEELT2Vnz3v4NpOnYf55-8Z3YV1Zwg2MkmHc
https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/11.07.2020-suitos-apgust-kokles-speli.id191966/?fbclid=IwAR0KfILQ_aK1D7uiIbkbux7YEELT2Vnz3v4NpOnYf55-8Z3YV1Zwg2MkmHc
https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/11.07.2020-suitos-apgust-kokles-speli.id191966/?fbclid=IwAR0KfILQ_aK1D7uiIbkbux7YEELT2Vnz3v4NpOnYf55-8Z3YV1Zwg2MkmHc
https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/11.07.2020-suitos-apgust-kokles-speli.id191966/?fbclid=IwAR0KfILQ_aK1D7uiIbkbux7YEELT2Vnz3v4NpOnYf55-8Z3YV1Zwg2MkmHc
https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/11.07.2020-suitos-apgust-kokles-speli.id191966/?fbclid=IwAR0KfILQ_aK1D7uiIbkbux7YEELT2Vnz3v4NpOnYf55-8Z3YV1Zwg2MkmHc

Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

2. Practice, transfer, education
ECC Suiti activityT chi | dren summer camps ¢School
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan
2. Practice, transfer, education

ECC Suiti organised Seto-Suiti children summer camps from 2014-2016 in EST-LAT
project ¢ S e tSwoiti Renaissancee i n Sui t i region and 1 n
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Implementation of Suiti Cultural Space safeguarding plan

Practice, transfer, education

Suiti wpddfagmed i n Al sunga i n Mids
en-air museum as part of Song and Dance celebration in 2018
0S://www.youtube.com/watch?v=es1HU42sbkQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=es1HU42sbkQ

